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DESCRIPTION OF THE CREER IEn 






HE Greeks do not read backward fro 
Al Hebrews do, but from left to right as 
Gs do. In the Greek language therearet 
yy . 
| namesof which follow: Alpha, Vita, 
Lita, Ita, Thita, lota, Cappa, Lambda, Mi, Gni, Xi, Omicron, P; 
ma, Taf, Ypsilon, Phi, Chi, Psi, and Omega. The said a n Sig. 
are made as follows in capitals: A,B,T,A,E,Z,H,©.1 Kk - Sur letter 


»M,N.= 
P, >, T, X, Q, X, Y, Q; & in small letters, called cursive letters, as ae 
4 OWs; 


@5BsY, 05 6,G nEn], 9,1, xl « |, À, U,V, 6, 0, MT; © 9,T,U,O,X,V, W3 whereof the val 
and pronunciation are as follows: Alpha is equivalent to an A; — = 
equivalent to B,and sometimes to V consonant; Gamma is e es 
to G, Delia to D; Epsilon isan E pronounced short; Zita is ae 
to Esd, that is to say, Z; Ira is equivalent to an I long in nee 
tity, and is often changed from Greek into Latin fora long E: a ee 
equivalent to Th; Iota is I, always a vowel in Greek Cin ata ae 
French the letter I is sometimes a consonant); Cappa is somet; : 
equivalent to K,sometimes to C, & sometimes to the letter Q; a 
is equivalent to the letter L, Mi to M, and Gni to N; XZ is oui 
to X; Omicron is equivalent to short O; P; is equivalent to P, Rho to R 
Sigma to S, Taf to T; Ypsilon is equivalent to I pronounced softly for it 
must be pronounced much more softly than the Latin vowel I; Phi is 
equivalent to Ph, Chi to Ch, Psz to Ps, and Omega to a long O, 

These twenty-four letters are divided, first of all, into two parts 
vowels and consonants. The vowels are seven in number, as o 
Alpha, Epsilon, Ita, Iota, Omicron, Ypsilon, and Omega: A,E,H,I, O,Y,Q, 
The consonants are seventeen in number, that is to say: Vita, Gamma, 
Delta, Lita, Thita, appa, Lambda, Mi, Gni, Xi, Pi, Rho, Sigma, Taf, Phi, 
Chi, “Pst. B,V,A,Z,0,K, A,M,N, =, 0, P,=,T, ®, X,W, & in small letters 
By, 8, 2,0, ul « |, A, u,v, & 7, ©, 0,7, 05 X,V- 

Of the seven vowels, two are primarily long in metrical quantity, 
and these are Ita and Omega: H,Q,n, 0. [wo are short—Epsilon, that is 
to say, short E without an aspirate, and Omicron, that is to say, short O: 
E,O,¢,o. [here are also three common ones, which may sometimes be 
long in quantity and sometimes short; and these arec A/phu, Iota,and 
Ypsilon: A,1,Y,a,1,v. Of these seven vowels six proper diphthongs can 
be made: for from Alpha and Iota is made the diphthong AI, a; of 
Alpha and Ypsilon is made the diphthong AY, av; of Omicron and Iota is 


m right to left as the 
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Je OL,o1; of Epsilon and Ypsilon, EY, cu; of Epsilon and Iota, EL, e1; and 
mae jron X Ypsilon OY, ou. These proper diphthongs are pronounced, 
pf, I and O. Besides these five* proper diphthongs there are 
Ae, BY roper ones, and they are called improper because they are not 
four i two separate vowels, but the last vowel is in some sort less- 
=. ‘ts size or changed in plan. These improper diphthongs are 
ene „number &are made as follows: The first is made of the whole 
ie i and of Iota, only half as tall as the said A/pha; and in small 
A eS it is made of the whole 4/pha and of the Iota changed into a 
- small point and placed under the middle of the said Alpha thus: 
e „nd this diphthong thus made is pronounced like A. 
Ai, 7 e second improper diphthong is written asa capital with Ira, & 
following it only half as tall as Iza; in small letters Iota is convert- 
n , small point placed under the middle of the said Iza, thus: 
un and this diphthong thus written is pronounced like long I. 
The third improper diphthong asa capital is made with Omega,and 
with Lota following of half the size of the Omega; in small letters the 
Jara is changed into a small point placed directly under the middle of 
she Omega, thus: ©1, 5 and this ts pronounced like long O. 

The fourth and last improper diphthong, in capitals, is made of the 
Ypsilon and of Iota only half its size; but in small letters the Iota must 
be attached to the Ypsilon behind, and have its tail hanging below the 
lower limb of the Ypsilon, thus: Yı, y; and this improper diphthong is 

„nounced like Ypsilon, half soft and half hard. 

The rest of the Greek letters, as I have said before, are all conso- 
„ants and are seventeen in number, of which eight are semi-vowels; 
Tita, Xi, Psi, Lambda, Mi, Gni, Rbo, & Sigma, which are formed thus: 
7, 2,Y, A, M, N, P, £; of which semi-vowels three are double, Z, =, & Y, 
and four liquid, A, M, N, P. The other consonants are mutes and these 
ate nine in number: B,T, A, K, II, T, O, ®, & X; of which three are not 
aspirated: K, I, and T; three are aspirated: ©, ®,and X; and three are 
medial, that is to say, half not aspirated and half aspirated: B,T,and A. 

Of all hese twenty-four letters hereinbefore enumerated & made 
in their proper shapes, syllables can be made and from syllables, words, 
Xin like manner from words, discourses, as you can see abundantly in 
the grammar of Constantine Lascaris, of Chrysoloras, of the learned 
and elegant Urban, of Theodostus Gaza, and of many other noble and 
exalted authors both ancient and modern. 
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